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Overview of previous projects 
 
In 2009, transport consultants, SKM Colin Buchanan were commissioned to undertake a project 
to develop a Historic Core Zone (HCZ) for Bradford on Avon (BoA). They were able to draw on 
a number of previous consultations that had taken place in the town, such as the Taming the 
Traffic workshop and the Priority for People initiative, as well as a wide variety of statistical data 
made available to them such as traffic count and speed data.  All households in BoA were sent 
a leaflet showing the proposals drawn up by Colin Buchanan.  Both the Area Board and 
Bradford on Avon Town Council gave their support for the proposals in the summer of 2010. 
 
Wiltshire Council (WC) later commissioned consultants, Mouchel, to progress with the design of 
Phase 1 of the HCZ project (Market Street/Church Street).  In September 2012, a targeted 
consultation was undertaken to gather the views of vulnerable and disabled groups so that their 
comments could be incorporated into the scheme design process.   
 
In January 2013, further consultation with the wider public was undertaken and three public 
exhibitions were held.  In March 2013, both the Area Board and Town Council gave their 
support for progression of the scheme with amendments to include making the proposed 
informal pedestrian crossings more prominent in the scheme and including more informal 
crossings at the top of Market Street. These final proposals elicited a range of different 
responses from across the community and eventually in 2015, a Town Poll was held to 
determine whether the scheme should go ahead.  The majority (55%) voted not to support the 
scheme.  

 
Table 1: Timeline of projects 
 

Date 

 
Details 

January 2008 Councillor Malcolm Hewson proposed bringing people together to 
find some way of dealing with the traffic issues in the town.  
An economic development consultant to the Town Council, 
Gerald Milward Oliver, put forward a paper proposing a 2/3-day 
workshop exercise 

September 2008 Leaflet and questionnaire (Taming the Traffic) distributed to every 
household in BoA Community Area. Received 700+ responses 

November 2008 Community workshop and public meetings held to present work 
of consultation and introducing concept of Historic Core Zone 

December 2008 Second leaflet (Priority for People) leaflet distributed to every 
household in BoA Community Area.  

2009 BoA Area Board gave support for commissioning work to look at 
creating an Historic Core Zone in Bradford on Avon and approval 
given by WC to proceed. SKM Colin Buchanan commissioned to 
produce a plan for the HCZ 
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Date 

 
Details 

June 2010 – Sept 
2010 

Colin Buchanan proposal for HCZ published; details of HCZ 
distributed throughout the town 

December 2010 Colin Buchanan deliver HCZ implementation Plan to WC 

April 2011 Town referendum held on whether to support a new pedestrian 
bridge; 57% opposed the proposal. 

2012 HCZ Working Group set up, including Town Council/Local 
Members and other local stakeholders and WC officers.  
Mouchel appointed to take forward preliminary design work. 

2013 Early 2013, public exhibitions held showing design work so far.  
Town Council agree for design work to be progressed following 
public exhibitions.  Atkins take over design work from Mouchel. 

February 2015 Town Poll held on whether to support the HCZ proposals.  
Majority reject the proposal. 

August 2020 Social distancing project introduced in the town centre 

July 2021 Social distancing scheme removed 
 

Social Distancing Scheme 
 
The Department for Transport (DfT) issued new guidance in May 2020: ‘Traffic Management Act 
2004: network management in response to COVID-19’.  The guidance set out how the 
Government expected local authorities to make significant changes to their road layouts to give 
more space to cyclists and pedestrians.  Wiltshire Council was subsequently approached by 
Bradford on Avon Town Council with the request to provide social distancing measures in the 
town centre and across the town bridge. 
 
Design work was undertaken, and layouts agreed with the Town Council; measures were 
introduced on the ground in August 2020.  The scheme initially included the use of temporary 
shuttle working traffic signals on the town bridge to allow the provision of wider footways.  
However, traffic delays were excessive causing long traffic queues to build up on both sides of 
the bridge.  The resulting negative feedback from the public resulted in a decision to remove 
this element of the scheme.  
 
The scheme was only ever temporary in nature and when the requirements for social distancing 
were no longer required it was removed (late July 2021). 
 

Traffic Data  
 
Traffic count data for the number of all vehicles for the period 1991 to 2017 over the town 
bridge, show that traffic volumes have increased relatively modestly over this period of time. In 
comparison, on average in the UK, traffic growth is around 2% annually.  Data for the most 
recent period at this location is presently being validated and will be published as soon as it is 
available. 

Data from Vivacity traffic sensor cameras installed in December 2020, shows a large increase 
in car volumes at Springfield and Mount Pleasant in May and June 2021, when the social 
distancing scheme was in place, but fewer vehicles in February 2021, which is likely to reflect 
the traffic impact of the national lockdown. The count data for Springfield shows a significant 
increase in vehicles travelling southbound with the social distancing scheme in place but, 
shows fewer overall numbers once the scheme is removed with a very noticeable decrease 
southbound. 
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Traffic Data 
 

The following chart shows the numbers of vehicles crossing the town bridge in both 
directions.   
 
Please note that no traffic data is available for this location from July 2017 onwards. 
  

Figure 1: Annual Average Daily Traffic Flow – Town Bridge  
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Figure 2: Average Hourly Traffic Flow - During and After the Social Distancing 
Scheme (2021) 
 

  
 

 

Figure 3: Average Hourly Traffic Flow – During and After the Social Distancing 
Scheme (2021) 
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The chart below shows traffic volumes on Market Street starting on the 26th December 
2020 (Week 3) running through to the 16th October 2021 (Week 44). The lowest blue 
line is the very last week of the year (Christmas holidays), hence lower traffic levels.  
The next group of lines comprise the weeks in July 2021 when the social distancing 
scheme was still in place. The top set are following removal of the scheme with two-
way traffic.  
 
 

Figure 4: Average Hourly Totals – Market Street 
 

 
 


